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however, he studied to surpass his former cruelty. He was then at ^Egea,
a town on the sea coast; and he caused the martyr to be sewed up in a
sack with scorpions, serpents, and vipers, and so thrown into the sea.
This was the Roman punishment for parricides, the worst of malefactors,
yet seldom executed on them. Eusebius mentions that St Ulpian of
Tyre suffered a like martyrdom, being thrown into the sea in a leather
sack, together with a dog and an aspick. The sea gave back the body
of our holy martyr, which the faithful conveyed to Alexandria of Cilicia,
and afterwards to Antioch, where St Chrysostom pronounced his panegyric
before his shrine. He eloquently sets forth how much those sacred relics
were honoured; and affirms that no devil could stand their presence,
and that men by them found a remedy for their bodily distempers, and
the cure of the evils of the soul.

The martyrs lost with joy their worldly honours, dignity, estates,
friends, liberty, and lives, rather than forfeit for one moment their fidelity
to God. They courageously bade defiance to pleasures and torments, to
prosperity and adversity, to life and death, saying, with the apostle,
" Who shall separate us from the love of Jesus Christ? " Crowns, sceptres,
worldly riches and pleasures, you have no charms which shall ever tempt
me to depart in the least tittle from the allegiance which I owe to God.
Alarming fears of the most dreadful evils, prisons, racks, fire, and death,
in every shape of cruelty, you shall never shake my constancy. Nothing
shall ever separate me from the love of Christ This must be the sincere
disposition of every Christian.

The following feasts ave celebrated on March 16 :

ST FINIAN, surnamed " The Leper," who suffered a loathsome disease with the patience of
Job: Sx JULIAN OF CILICIA : and THE BLESSED ROBERT DALBY and THE BLESSED JOHH
AMIAS (or ANN ?), priests, English martyrs in 1589.

MARCH 17

ST PATRICK, BISHOP, CONFESSOR,

APOSTLE OF IRELAND

(A.D. 464)

[The Irish have many lives of their great apostle, whereof the two principal are, that compiled
by Jocelin, a Cistercian monk, in the twelfth century, who quotes four lives written by
disciples of the saint; and that by Probus, who, according to Bollandus, lived in the seventh
century. But in both are intermixed several injudicious popular reports. We, with Tillemont,
chiefly confine ourselves to the saint's own writings, his Confession, and his letter to Corotic,
which that judicious critic doubts not to be genuine. The style in both is the same; he is
expressed in them to be the author; his " Confession " is quoted by all the authors of his
life, and the letter was written before the conversion of the Franks tinder King Qovis, in
496. See Tillemont; t. xvi. 455, and Britannia Sancta.]

IF the virtue of children reflects an honour on their parents, much more
justly is the name of St Patrick rendered illustrious by the innumerable